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Dear Friends of CENIT
Receive an acknowledgment of gratitude on behalf of so many men, women and young people
who have nationally and internationally passed through this institution and who have left
indelible marks, sharing with many children and adolescents; offering their time, their human
spirit, and solidarity accompanying them as guides and consolation in so many moments of
their lives.
Today, in infinite gratitude to all the volunteers, donors and friends, we share the words of St.
Mary Euphrasia, our founder: “Gratitude is the memory of the heart.” To our Benefactors –
ViaNiños, ECHO, AIPK, Insieme si Puo, Sagrada Familia, Harris Fraser Foundation, among
others – with whom we continue this great work serving girls, boys and families in situations of
vulnerability and extreme poverty.
During these months, due to the Health Emergency and economic crisis, with their
contributions, we and our staff have carried out professional intervention in the areas of
emotional containment, accompaniment, biopsychosocial monitoring material support with
the delivery of food kits and school kits, the strengthening of the family economies with
economic incentives; calming, to some extent, the highest priority needs of families. We are
sure that Jesus the Good Shepherd, Saint John Eudes and Saint Mary Euphrasia will reward
with many blessings, all that they do for children and families. Our prayers for their life, health,
family and work successes.
With eternal gratitude,
Ruth Amparo Rosero González
Director

Sister Hilda María García Arcila
Administrator
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School in Times of Pandemic
by Ronny García

Euphrasia Pelletier Basic Education School, with an operating permit granted
by the Ministry of Education, meets all the requirements determined in the
Organic Law of Intercultural Education and its General Regulations (RLOEI,
its initials in Spanish).
In the school, basic education at the Elementary, Middle and Higher levels is
compulsory and free. Our participants are girls, boys and adolescents who
have fallen behind in their schooling, and who are between 8 and 15 years of
age. Teaching-learning plans are carried out, in order to strengthen the
habits, values and learning worked on in each grade level – Boys, girls and
adolescents that are prepared to learn, motivated, and autonomous with a
personal identity.
The distinctive feature of our approach and work with our students begins is
carried out by the DECE (Student Counseling Department) team of the
school, accompanied by the Biopsychosocial team which carries out integral
work with the families.
As a consequence of the pandemic, children and adolescents now receive
virtual classes with phone calls, whatsapp, zoom. These measures were
adopted in order to have contact with the students and continue the
education process. The situation is worrying since most of our children do not
have connectivity or a telephone that serves as a tool to receive classes
virtually, so parents prefer to withdraw them from school. For this, an
alternative we have been taken is to send tasks through brochures that the
teachers make to send every 15 days. Parents come to the school to receive
and leave homework for their children. This is a great challenge that we are
working on and looking for solutions, because the objective of the school is to
avoid school dropout and that our students continue with their teachinglearning process, promoting their integral development, guaranteeing and
restoring their rights to education, food, and a full and dignified life together
with their families.
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Helping Hands Together
by Bryan Junior Bravo

Hello! We are the School Support Center (CEA).
We accompany and support each of the families of the CEA boys and girls, to
learn about the reality and situation they are going through, and even more
so during the pandemic. Food kits and school kits have been delivered.
Due to the pandemic, we are providing the necessary help to our children
virtually through digital platforms. In case they do not have the possibility of
having internet service and their family situation is difficult, we allow the
child to attend CEA to help him/her personally with their tasks. We have the
support of volunteers, who help with homework assignments, academic
reinforcement, recreation and emotional support. Thanks to your
contribution, we have coped better with working with children and
adolescents in a virtual way.
Both the boys and girls and their families feel welcomed and grateful for the
help received, because in these critical moments we have all become
stronger, have learned and grown. In the same way, we thank them for
allowing us to accompany them and trust in our work.

Volunteering: Responsibility, Solidarity and Commitment
by Gladys Pérez

During the Health Emergency in the month of May, alliances with foreign
organizations such as OMPRAKASH were important. Concerned about the
limitation of volunteer trips to different countries, they invite support meetings
and analysis to continue through new forms of volunteering in a virtual or
remote manner. Since those dates, we have many volunteers who applied
individually, through organizations, the Ecuadorian universities San Francisco
de Quito, Politécnica Salesiana and UDLA, and the Academia Cotopaxi.
Currently, we have Volunteering options: at the Support Center (CEA); at the
Euphrasia Pelletier School with help in virtual classes; administrative activities in
volunteering, communication, management and updating of Social Networks,
application of projects, and fundraising.
Our greetings and gratitude to all volunteers, former volunteers, and volunteer
coordination organizations, for their invaluable support to the children and
families of CENIT.

Are you interested in Volunteering or Donating to CENIT? Contact us through OMPRAKASH or directly.
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Our Families’ Crisis
by Benjamín Pinto

Las niña s a más de aprender futbol aprendieron a hacer manualidades, realizar una coreografía, y hacer helados y cupcakes. Además, tuvieron un ca rnaval adelanta do y una sali da al museo de Ciencias Interactivas, así como la diversión espectacular de ir al teleférico para disfrutar de una mañana con sol y diversión, fomentando el compañerismo, la igual dad, y solidarida d.

Dear friends of Cenit, thank you for being aware of the situation of our boys,
girls, and adolescents, and their families, at present and during the health
emergency that our beloved Ecuador is going through. The situation has
deepened the economic crisis of our families since the vast majority of them
are engaged in informal commerce by selling products around the markets and
selling sweets on public buses. Several families were forced to go out with their
children to the streets in search of food in the garbage containers and others
fell into situations of begging at the traffic lights of the city. Approximately
30% of our families were evicted from their homes due to the non-payment of
their rents, and are having to look for cheaper places to live or ask a relative to
take them in momentarily.
The crisis that our families are experiencing has triggered despair, anguish and
frustrations, exacerbating the rates of intrafamilial violence and especially child
abuse. In these situations, our educational proposals focus on emotional
support through permanent accompaniment to families with home visits and
frequent phone calls to listen to their concerns. These allow us to monitor the
family situation by mobilizing Educators, Promoters, Social Workers and
Psychologists to workplaces or homes with the intention of having close
contacts with the families and providing care directly with parents and children
in their places of residence or work, making them feel that they are not alone
that we are together as a big family.
As part of families’ economic reactivation, in the month of September, we
began a workshop program to strengthen family economies. Economic
incentives were given to a group of families to start a business on their own or
to strengthen existing businesses by injecting fresh capital that allow them to
increase merchandise in their premises. With these actions we continue with
our mission of accompanying our children and their families in the light of Jesus
the Good Shepherd who goes out in search of his sheep
Esperamos qu e este campamento si ga con el mismo entu siasm o que ha sta ahora lo ha n tenido, todo en beneficio de las niñas de CENI
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“One person is of more value than the whole world.” S.M.E

During the health crisis, we continue to accompany
Children and Adolescents, and their families.
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With the beginning of Advent,
we enter the Christmas Season.
We thank you for all your support –
past, present, and future.
And we wish you, your family and your community, a
Christmas full of Joy and Health,
and a New Year full of Blessings.
Merry Christmas!
Happy New Year 2021!
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